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Allowable Subject Matter 

1 . Claims 1 -1 5 are allowed. 

The prior art of record, including Levilain (U.S. Patent No. 4,894,754), 

Fladhammer (U.S. Patent No. 6,692,176 B1) and Maughan et al. (U.S. Patent No. 

5,904,436), fails to show or suggest the applicant's invention as claimed. Specifically, 

the prior art of record does not disclose a vehicular headlight including a ball- and- 

socket joint combining: 

the ball enclosed with socket segments, and both the ball and socket 
segments inserted together in a receptacle as recited in claims 1 and 1 1 ; 
and 

The receptacle including elastic detent elements engaging the base of the 
socket, and further retaining the socket in axially as recited in claims 1 and 
11. 

The above-indicated combination, including a receptacle including elastic detent 
elements in addition to socket segments, makes this disclosure unique. 

Levilain (754) discloses vehicular headlight including a ball- and- socket joint 
including a socket with two segments. However, Levilain (754) does not teach a 
receptacle comprising elastic segments retaining the socket in axial position as claimed 
by the applicant. 

Fladhammer ('176 B1) and Maughan et al. ('436) each discloses a ball-and 
socket joint combining a socket with two segments as the aligning means for the ball. 
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However, neither combined nor individual teaching of Fladhammer ('176 B1) and 
Maughan et aL ('436) teaches a combination with a receptacle comprising elastic detent 
elements retaining the socket in axial position as claimed by the applicant. Thus, neither 
combined nor individual teaching of Levilain (754), Fladhammer ('176 B1) and 
Maughan et al. ('436) meets the limitations of claims 1 and 11. 
Therefore, claims 1 and 1 1 are allowed over prior art. 

Claims 2-10 are necessarily allowed because of their dependency on the allowed 
Claim 1. 

Claims 12-15 are necessarily allowed because of their dependency on the 
allowed Claim 11. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 



Conclusion 

2. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 

applicant's disclosure. 

Burton (U.S. Patent No. 6,113,301), Amdahl (U.S. Patent No. 5,653,548), 
Maughan (U.S. Patent No. 5,564,853), Weber (U.S. Patent No. 5,032,965), Morin 
(U.S. Patent No. 4,318.627) and Cutler (U.S. Patent No. 3,787.127) 
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3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Hargobind S Sawhney whose telephone number is 571 
272 2380. The examiner can normally be reached on 6:15 - 2:45. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Sandra O'Shea can be reached on 571 272 2378. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 

For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. 
Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



HSS 
5/10/05 




Pffmary Examiner 



